
 

CITY OF SARATOGA SPRINGS  
City Council Meeting 

February 7, 2017 City Council Room 

 

 Print 

 

7:00 PM

CALL TO ORDER

ROLL CALL

SALUTE TO FLAG

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD / 15 MINUTES

PRESENTATION(S):

 1. Saratoga Economic Development Corporation (SEDC) Presentation

EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

CONSENT AGENDA

 1. Approval of 1/13/17 Special City Council Meeting Minutes

 2. Approval of 1/17/17 City Council Meeting Minutes

 3. Approval of 1/17/17 Pre-Agenda Meeting Minutes

 4. Approve Budget Amendments - Insurance 2

 5. Approve Budget Amendments - Regular

 6. Approve Budget Transfers - Regular

 7. Approve Payroll: 01/20/17 $478,762.25

 8. Approve Payroll: 01/27/17 $717,057.94

 9. Approve Payroll: 02/03/17 $462,653.73

 10. Approve Resolution for Use of Insurance Reserve

 11. Approve Warrant - 2016 Mid Warrant 16MWDEC4 $34,526.91

 12. Approve Warrant - 2016 Mid Warrant 16MWDEC5 $465.94

 13. Approve Warrant - 2016 Warrant 16DEC6 $806,957.12

 14. Approve Warrant - 2017 Mid Warrant 17MWFEB1 $1,703.50

 15. Approve Warrant - 2017 Mid Warrant 17MWJAN2 $9,209.56

 16. Approve Warrant - 2017 Mid Warrant 17MWJAN3 $3,272.47

 17. Approve Warrant - 2017 Warrant 17FEB1 $258,090.96



MAYOR’S DEPARTMENT

 1. Discussion:  2017 Doppelt Rail to Trail Grant

 2. Discussion and Vote:  Resolution in Support to Bring Ride-Sharing to Upstate NY

 3. Discussion and Vote:  Authorization to pay 2 invoices to Miller, Mannix, Schachner & Hafner, LLC

 4. Discussion and Vote:  Easement for 144 Spring Street Property

 5. Discussion and Vote:  Accept EDPL Determination and Findings for Geyser Road Project

 6. Announcement:  Pitney Farm Workshop - March 5, 2-4PM at Universal Preservation Hall

ACCOUNTS DEPARTMENT

 1. Award of Bid:  Audit Services to BST and Co. CPAs, LLP

 2. Appointment:  Commissioner of Deeds

 3. Announcement:  Meeting Regarding Special Events

FINANCE DEPARTMENT

 1. Announcement:  Appointment of Temporary Deputy Commissioner of Finance

 2. Discussion and Vote:  2017 Annual Tax Resolution

 3. Discussion and Vote:  Authorization for the mayor to sign Contract Addendum with Fibertech for Increase of City Hall Internet 
Speed

 4. Discussion and Vote:  Authorization for the mayor to sign Audit Contract with BST Co. CPAs LLP

 5. Discussion and Vote:  Budget Transfers - Payroll

 6. Announcement:  Key Points Governor's FY 2018 Executive Budget

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

 1. Announcement:  Appointment- Deputy Commissioner of Public Works

 2. Discussion and Vote:  Authorization for the Mayor to sign change order #1 with PCC Contracting Inc for the Canfield Casino 
Ballroom Restoration Project

 3. Discussion and Vote:  Authorization for the Mayor to sign City Application for Tree City USA Certification

PUBLIC SAFETY DEPARTMENT

 1. Set Public Hearing:  Amend Chapter 225, Article IX, subsection 225-87 Time Limit Parking

 2. Set Public Hearing:  Amend Chapter 225, Article IX, subsection 225-77 schedule XII Stop Intersections

 3. Discussion and Vote:  Authorization for Mayor to sign contract with Empire Ambulance

 4. Discussion and Vote:  Accept donation of a Standard bred pace for the Police Department Mounted Division

 5. Authorization for a CSEA City Hall employee to withdrawal upto 70 hours from the Sick Bank and to transfer 320 hours of sick 
time donated from an employee

 6. Discussion and Vote:  Authorization for Mayor to sign renewal lease agreements with Ricoh

 7. Discussion:  Third Fire/EMS Station

 8. Set Public Hearing:  SPA (Saratoga Places for All) Housing Zoning Ordinance

SUPERVISORS

 1. Matthew Veitch



 1. NYSAC Legislative Conference Report  
2. Racing & Gaming Committee  
3. 2017 Saratoga County Rabies Clinics  

 2. Peter Martin

 1. Report: Public Health Committee  
2. NYSAC Conference  
3. Senator Marchione’s Legislative Agenda  
4. Governor’s Meeting  

ADJOURN

 



 

     
 

7:00 PM  
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
SALUTE TO FLAG 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD / 15 MINUTES 
 
PRESENATIONS 
 
EXEUTIVE SESSION 
 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
 
MAYOR’S DEPARTMENT  
1. Nothing at this time 
 
 
ACCOUNTS DEPARTMENT 
1. Award of Bid:  Casino Dining Room Rehab – Plaster Repairs to PCC Contracting, Inc. 
 
 
FINANCE DEPARTMENT 
1. Nothing at this time.  
 
 
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT  
1. Discussion and Vote:  Authorization for the Mayor to Sign Contract with PCC Contracting, Inc. for the 

Canfield Casino Ballroom & Parlor Restoration Project 
 
 
PUBLIC SAFETY DEPARTMENT 
1. Nothing at this time.  
 

 
SUPERVISORS 
1. Nothing at this time.  
 
 
ADJOURN
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PRESENT:  Joanne Yepsen, Mayor 

Michele Madigan, Commissioner of Finance 
John Franck, Commissioner of Accounts 
Anthony Scirocco, Commissioner of DPW 
Christian Mathiesen, Commissioner of DPS 
 

STAFF PRESENT: Meg Kelly, Deputy Mayor 
Lynn Bachner, Deputy Commissioner, Finance 
Maire Masterson, Deputy Commissioner, Accounts 

                                    Eileen Finneran, Deputy Commissioner, DPS 
 

EXCUSED:   Vincent DeLeonardis 
    

 
RECORDING OF PROCEEDING 
 
The proceedings of this meeting were taped for the benefit of the secretary. Because the minutes are not a 
verbatim record of the proceedings, the minutes are not a word-for-word transcript. 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Mayor Yepsen called the meeting to order at 1:02 p.m. 
 
   
PUBLIC COMENT  
 
Mayor Yepsen said the public comment period is limi ted to a total of 15 minutes and individuals are 
limited to two minutes.   
 
Mayor Yepsen opened the public comment period at 1:03 p.m. 
 
No one spoke.  
 
Mayor Yepsen closed the public comment period at 1:03 p.m.  
 
   
MAYOR’S DEPARTMENT 
 
Nothing at this time.  
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ACCOUNTS DEPARTMENT  
 
Award of Bid:  Casino Dining Room Rehab – Plaster Repairs to PCC Contracting, Inc. (17-006) 
 
Commissioner Franck moved and Commissioner Scirocco  seconded to award the bid for the 
Casino Dining Room Rehab – Plaster Repairs to PCC C ontracting, Inc. for an amount not to exceed 
$389,475.00.  
 
Ayes - All 
 
 
FINANCE DEPARTMENT 
 
Nothing at this time.  
 
 
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT 
 
Discussion and Vote:  Authorization for the Mayor to Sign Contract with PCC Contracting, Inc. for the 
Canfield Casino Ballroom & Parlor Restoration Project (17-007) 
 
Commissioner Scirocco moved and Commissioner Franck  seconded to authorize the mayor to sign 
a contract with PCC Contracting, Inc. for the Canfi eld Casino Ballroom Restoration Project in the 
amount of $389,475.  
 
Ayes - All    
 
   
PUBLIC SAFETY DEPARTMENT 
 
Nothing at this time.  
 
 
SUPERVISORS 
 
Nothing at this time.  
 
  
ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business, Mayor Yepsen adjourned the meeting at 1:08 p.m.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Lisa Ribis 
Clerk  
 
Approved:  
Vote:   



 

     
6:50 P.M. P.H. – Eminent Domain – Geyser 

Road 
 
 
7:00 PM  
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
SALUTE TO FLAG 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD / 15 MINUTES 
 
PRESENATIONS 
1. Saratoga Convention and Tourism Bureau 
 
EXEUTIVE SESSION 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
1. Approval of 1/3/17 City Council Meeting Minutes 
2. Approval of 12/14/16 Special City Council Meeting Minutes – Affordable Housing 
3. Approval of 12/29/16 City Council Meeting Minutes 
4. Approve Resolution for the Use of the Insurance Reserve – 1 (2017) 
5. Approve Resolution for the Use of the Insurance Reserve – 23 (2016) 
6. Approve Resolution for the Use of the Insurance Reserve – 24 (2016) 
7. Approve Budget Amendments – Insurance Reserve – 1 
8. Approve Budget Amendments – Insurance Reserves – 23, 24 
9. Approve Budget Amendments (Increases-16) 
10. Approve Budget Amendments (Increases-17) 
11. Approve Budget Transfers – Regular 
12. Approve Payroll:  1/6/17  $442,816.69 
13. Approve Payroll:  1/13/17  $554,448.99 
14. Approve Warrant:  2016 Mid – 16MWDEC3:  $124,261.58 
15. Approve Warrant:  2016 REG – 16DEC5:  $385,715.73 
16. Approve Warrant:  2017 Mid -  17MWJAN1:  $424.14 
17. Approve Warrant:  2017 REG – 17JAN2:  $938,440.22 
 
 
MAYOR’S DEPARTMENT  
1. Appointment:  Alternate to Planning Board 
2. Appointment:  Alternate to Zoning Board of Appeals 
3. Appointment:  Downtown Special Assessment District Board 
4. Discussion and Vote:  Authorization for Mayor to Execute Property Acquisition Steps for Geyser Road 

Bicycle-Pedestrian Trail 
5. Announcement:  Update from the Governor’s State of the State 
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6. Announcement:  New Date for State of the City Address:  January 30, 2017 at 6 p.m., Saratoga 
Springs City Center 

 
 
ACCOUNTS DEPARTMENT 
1. Appointment:  Board of Assessment Review Member 
2. Announcement:  Meeting Regarding Special Events 
 
 
FINANCE DEPARTMENT 
1. Discussion and Vote:  Bond Resolution 
2. Discussion and Vote:  Authorization for Commissioner of Finance to Sign Letter of Authority for Onyx 

to Act as Agent on Behalf of Saratoga Springs Regarding National Grid Interconnection for the Spa 
Solar Park 

3. Discussion and Vote:  Budget Transfers – Payroll 
4. Discussion:  Budget Policies and Procedures – Charter Review Commission 
 
 
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT  
1. Discussion and Vote:  Authorization for Mayor to Sign Change Order with Trinity Construction, Inc. for 

the Adams Street Pump Station Mechanical Upgrade Project 
2. Discussion and Vote:  Approve to Pay Invoice – Kubricky Construction Corp.  
 
 
PUBLIC SAFETY DEPARTMENT 
1. Discussion and Vote:  Authorization for Mayor to Sign Agreement with Wellness Farms 
2. Discussion and Vote:  Accept Donations 
3. Announcement:  SPA Housing Sponsorship 
 
 
SUPERVISORS 
 
Matthew Veitch 
1. Saratoga County Organizational Meeting and Committee Assignments 
2. NYS Indigent Legal Defense Bill 
3. Governor’s 2017 Proposal for Counties to Develop Consolidation Plans 
4. Racing & Gaming Committee 
5. Saratoga County Prosperity Partnership Small Business Development Workshop Series 
 
 
Peter Martin 
1. County Organizational Meeting 
2. Equalization and Assessment 
3. Social Programs  
4. Senior Advisory Committee 
5. County response to Momentive Strike 
 
 
ADJOURN
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PRESENT:  Joanne Yepsen, Mayor 

Michele Madigan, Commissioner of Finance 
John Franck, Commissioner of Accounts 
Anthony Scirocco, Commissioner of DPW 
Christian Mathiesen, Commissioner of DPS 
 

STAFF PRESENT: Meg Kelly, Deputy Mayor 
Lynn Bachner, Deputy Commissioner, Finance 
Maire Masterson, Deputy Commissioner, Accounts 

                                    Eileen Finneran, Deputy Commissioner, DPS 
 
Vincent DeLeonardis 

    
Matthew Veitch, Supervisor 
Peter Martin, Supervisor 
 

  
RECORDING OF PROCEEDING 
 
The proceedings of this meeting were taped for the benefit of the secretary. Because the minutes are not a 
verbatim record of the proceedings, the minutes are not a word-for-word transcript. 
 
 
PUBLIC HEARING  
 
Eminent Domain – Geyser Road 
 
Mayor Yepsen opened the public hearing at 6:54 p.m. 
 
Brad Birge of the Planning Department stated this relates to the Geyser Road Trail and the property 
acquisition for that.  We are following a strict eminent domain law proceeding.  Jim Deloria of RK Hite was 
introduced by Brad.   
 
Jim read a prepared script into the record (attached).   
 
Peter Faith of Greenman-Pedersen, Inc. made a presentation to the Council.  He reiterated what the 
project is and reviewed a timeline of events.  (copy of presentation attached) 
 
Jim continued to read from the script (attached) to follow the strict eminent domain law proceeding.   
 
Beth Seriani of 15 Magnolia Drive - daughter of Marie and Jack Pompei who reside at 11 Geyser Road 
presented several questions to the Council such as who is responsible for the maintenance of the trail that 
goes through businesses, private property, and the school; who is responsible for lawsuits that result on 
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the trail that goes through a business, private driveway, and parking lot.  Where will the funds come from to 
maintain the trail?  
 
Carl Slate of Harris Beach Law Firm is here representing Saratoga Spring Water Company.  He submitted 
exhibits into the record.  He is here in response to a notice received 5 days ago.  Notice was not provided 
within a 10 day time period as required.  The issue here is safety.  The bikers will be coming down a 
significant grade.  There are employees and large trucks that go in and out of Saratoga Spring Water.   
 
Mayor Yepsen closed the public hearing at 7:30 p.m. 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Mayor Yepsen called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 
 
   
PUBLIC COMENT  
 
Mayor Yepsen said the public comment period is limi ted to a total of 15 minutes and individuals are 
limited to two minutes.   
 
Mayor Yepsen opened the public comment period at 7:31 p.m. 
 
Pat Kane of Saratoga Springs and member of the Charter Review Commission stated the Commission has 
reviewed and voted in favor of their projections for their general expenses and special election.  The 
Commission also had a lengthy discussion of a general versus special election and the timing of a special 
election.   
 
Bob Turner of Saratoga Springs and chair of the Charter Review Commission stated the Commission has 
gotten down to drafting a new Charter.  They talked about the number of members of the City Council – 
they feel 7 is the right number; they talked about term length – they feel 4 years is the right number; and 
they feel ward elections will get new blood into the City.  
 
Mayor Yepsen closed the public comment period at 7:37 p.m. 
 
 
PRESENTATION 
 
Saratoga Convention and Tourism Bureau 
 
Todd Garafano of the Convention and Tourism Bureau presented to the City Council.  Heather McElhiney, 
director of the center.  (copy of presentation attached) 
 
Heather advised of some of the highlights of 2016 including carpet being replaced; new brochure rack 
purchased; reworked heritage displays for better space usage; phone system upgrade; increased staffing 
and volunteer levels; served as a venue for several community events; greeted over 2,450  motor coach 
passengers; and increased the number of conference room rentals and after hours event rentals.  They 
won the Trip Advisor Award of Excellence.  They have over 10,000 contacts in their database and built 
their social media presence.   
 
Todd showed pictures of how the Visitor Center looks now with the new carpet, new brochure racks, and 
the flat screen televisions which continually scroll events.   
 
Heather shared some of their goals for 2017.   
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CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Mayor Yepsen moved and Commissioner Madigan seconde d to accept the consent agenda as 
follows: 
1. Approval of 1/3/17 City Council Meeting Minutes 
2. Approval of 12/14/16 Special City Council Meeting Minutes – Affordable Housing 
3. Approval of 12/29/16 City Council Meeting Minutes 
4. Approve Resolution for the Use of the Insurance Reserve – 1 (2017) 
5. Approve Resolution for the Use of the Insurance Reserve – 23 (2016) 
6. Approve Resolution for the Use of the Insurance Reserve – 24 (2016) 
7. Approve Budget Amendments – Insurance Reserve – 1 
8. Approve Budget Amendments – Insurance Reserves – 23, 24 
9. Approve Budget Amendments (Increases-16) 
10. Approve Budget Amendments (Increases-17) 
11. Approve Budget Transfers – Regular 
12. Approve Payroll:  1/6/17  $442,816.69 
13. Approve Payroll:  1/13/17  $554,448.99 
14. Approve Warrant:  2016 Mid – 16MWDEC3:  $124,261.58 
15. Approve Warrant:  2016 REG – 16DEC5:  $385,715.73 
16. Approve Warrant:  2017 Mid -  17MWJAN1:  $424.14 
17. Approve Warrant:  2017 REG – 17JAN2:  $938,440.22 
 
Ayes – All 
 
 
MAYOR’S DEPARTMENT 
 
Appointment:  Alternate to Planning Board 
 
Mayor Yepsen appointed Abby Wolfson to be the alternate for the Planning Board.  She will serve a 2 year 
term.  
 
Appointment:  Alternate to Zoning Board of Appeals 
 
Mayor Yepsen re-appointed Oksana Ludd to be the alternate for the Zoning Board of Appeals for a 2 year 
term.  
 
Appointment:  Downtown Special Assessment District Board 
 
Mayor Yepsen appointed Amy Smith to the Downtown Special Assessment District Board.  
 
Discussion and Vote:  Authorization for Mayor to Execute Property Acquisition Steps for Geyser Road 
Bicycle-Pedestrian Trail (17-008) 
 
Mayor Yepsen moved and Commissioner Mathiesen secon ded to authorize the mayor to execute 
property acquisition steps for Geyser Road bicycle- pedestrian trail.  
 
Ayes - All 
 
Announcement:  Update from the Governor’s State of the State  
 
Mayor Yepsen announced the governor emphasized the reduction of property tax; he announced the 
proposal of $200 million for the largest multi-use trail system in the U.S.; he is focusing on bringing 
international tourism with this trail; he is in favor of the ride-share program in upstate; he is investing in 
infrastructure; he is proposing college free tuition for state schools; he is proposing doubling the state credit 
for child care; and he is proposing a state review board to help cap the cost of drugs in New York. 



City Council Meeting  
1/17/17 

Page 6 of 11 

Announcement:  New Date for State of the City Address:  January 30, 2017 at 6 p.m., Saratoga Springs 
City Center 
 
Mayor Yepsen announced the State of the City Address has been moved to January 30, 2017 at 6 p.m. at 
the Saratoga Springs City Center.  
  
  
ACCOUNTS DEPARTMENT  
 
Appointment:  Board of Assessment Review Member  
 
Commissioner Franck re-appointed Jim Martinez to the Board of Assessment Review for a 5 year term.  
Jim was originally appointed in 2012 to the board – this will be his 2nd term.  His appointment is effective 
immediately and will end September 2021. 
 
Announcement:  Meeting Regarding Special Events  
 
Commissioner Franck announced that a meeting has been scheduled for Wednesday, February 8th at the 
Holiday Inn from 5:30 – 6:30 p.m. regarding special events.  There will be a panel to discuss the changes 
in the application and describe the City’s involvement in special events; and to take questions from the 
various organizations.   
 
Maire Masterson stated the change made to the application is the time filing.  She thanked the Chamber, 
Department of Public Safety, and the IT Department for all their help with this.   
 
 
FINANCE DEPARTMENT 
 
Discussion and Vote:  Bond Resolution (17-009)  
 
Commissioner Madigan advised the amount is $6,116,574 and includes all items in the 2017 capital budget 
that require bonding with the exception of the Canfield Casino.  It also includes amount for the Greenbelt 
Trail connector.   
 
Commissioner Madigan moved and Commissioner Scirocc o seconded to approve the 2017 bond 
resolution as distributed with the agenda.  
 
Roll Call: 
Commissioner Franck – Aye 
Commissioner Madigan - Aye 
Commissioner Scirocco – Aye 
Commissioner Mathiesen – Aye 
Mayor Yepsen - Aye  
 
Discussion and Vote:  Authorization for Commissioner of Finance to Sign Letter of Authority for Onyx to Act 
as Agent on Behalf of Saratoga Springs Regarding National Grid Interconnection for the Spa Solar Park 
(17-010)  
 
Commissioner Madigan stated the City voted to assign our power purchase agreement to Onyx as a result 
of SunEdison going bankrupt.  National Grid is requiring the letter of authority from the City for Onyx to act 
as our agent.  Today we received DEC post closure permit for the solar park.  
 
Commissioner Madigan moved and Commissioner Franck seconded to approve the Commissioner 
of Finance’s signature on the letter of authority f or Onyx to act as agent on behalf of the Saratoga 
Springs National Grid Interconnection for the Spa S olar Park as distributed with the agenda.  
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Ayes - All 
 
Discussion and Vote:  Budget Transfers – Payroll (17-011)  
 
Commissioner Madigan moved and Commissioner Scirocc o seconded to approve the 2017 budget 
transfers – payroll which were distributed with the  agenda.  
 
Ayes – All 
 
Discussion:  Budget Policies and Procedures – Charter Review Commission  
 
Commissioner Madigan stated the Charter Review Commission does not have a budget at this time.  The 
2016 budget was closed with an amount remaining of $16,600.  No additional funds requests were made 
by the Mayor’s Department or the Charter Commission during the 2017 budget season.  The City has the 
ability to appropriate funds as necessary to defray Commission expenses.  A budget amendment can be 
submitted to amend the City’s 2017 budget.  To date nothing has been received.  The Charter Commission 
needs an amendment and appropriation and should not be expending funds until that has been put in 
place.  
 
Commissioner Scirocco stated it appears most of the information they have received to date has been 
coming from the newspapers. He is concerned about the tax payer dollars that are going to be spent.   
 
Commissioner Madigan stated at this point she is mostly concerned with funding.   
 
Mayor Yepsen stated as soon as she received the budget from the Commission she forwarded it to the 
Council.  She hoped each member of the Council who wanted to meet with the Commission to learn more 
would do so.  
 
Bob Turner, chair of the Commission stated the rules are spelled out in the memo Tony Izzo sent to the 
Council.   
 
Commissioner Franck asked if a survey was done to the general residents of Saratoga Springs.  
 
Bob Turner advised they did not survey the residents.  They did surveys about why candidates do or don’t 
run for office under the commission form of government versus other forms of government. Only 23% felt 
they could serve under the commission form of government.  
 
Commissioner Franck stated what it comes down to a budget has been sent and he wants to know when 
the 45 day clock starts.   
 
Tony Izzo stated it is in the memo he sent the Council.  City officials have 45 days from their request to 
provide the sum to defray expenses.  If that is not done within the 45 days, after 45 days, the mayor can 
certify the amount or any amount up to that amount and that amount becomes a charge upon the City by 
law. There is not a lot of good solid law on this.  
 
Commissioner Franck asked what constitutes a request?   
 
Tony Izzo stated there is not a lot of rules on that.  
 
Mayor Yepsen stated she asked the Commission to forward their request so that is their request.   
 
Commissioner Franck confirmed the 45 days started when they sent their budget to the mayor.   
 
Commissioner Madigan stated we have a problem, liability is being incurred on behalf of the taxpayer and 
there is no appropriation.  
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Tony Izzo stated they did submit a request for funds.  
 
Commissioner Franck stated they have to vote at a meeting.  When did the 45 days start?  
 
Tony Izzo stated the 45 days started when they made their request. 
 
Commissioner Franck asked if they need to follow the City’s Purchasing Policy? 
 
Tony Izzo stated the Commission probably has more flexibility to hire people than the City does.  
 
Commissioner Franck stated a vote has to be taken as Commissioner Madigan can’t move the funds 
without it.  
 
Commissioner Madigan stated a request from the Charter Commission is not enough to let her move the 
money.  
 
Mayor Yepsen suggested they hold a special City Council meeting and put on the agenda a budget 
transfer.  
 
Commissioner Madigan advised the mayor she needs to forward a budget transfer request to get this 
rolling.  
 
Commissioner Franck stated the question is if it is reasonable to spend $37,000 on a special election.  
 
Bob Turner stated the Charter will not get the news attention that the general election will get.   
 
Commissioner Franck stated he is not going to support spending $37,000 for 1/3 of the people to show up. 
A document hasn’t even been written.   
 
Bob Turner stated their time table is to be done drafting it mid February.   
 
Commissioner Madigan stated she too does not see expending funds for a special election.  Nothing has 
been vetted.  This deserves to have the most voters come out to vote. 
 
Commissioner Mathiesen stated there is a problem with objectivity as this proposal deals with the 
elimination of all 5 of these positions.  How objective can this Council be? 
 
Commissioner Madigan stated $37,000 is a lot of money when it comes to taxpayer money.   
 
 
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT 
 
Discussion and Vote:  Authorization for Mayor to Sign Change Order with Trinity Construction, Inc. for the 
Adams Street Pump Station Mechanical Upgrade Project (17-012)   
 
Commissioner Scirocco stated this change order is for items uncovered during work and not known 
previously.  This change order will include:  changes to the configuration, additional concrete work in the 
wet well; additional days of bypass pumping; and extension of contract times.  
 
Commissioner Scirocco moved and Commissioner Franck  seconded to authorize the mayor to sign 
change order #1 with Trinity Construction, Inc. for  the Adams Street Pump Station Mechanical 
Upgrade Project in the amount of $12,560.96.    
 
Ayes - All 
 
Discussion and Vote:  Approve to Pay Invoice – Kubricky Construction Corp.  (17-013)       
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Commissioner Scirocco stated they received many complaints in December regarding flooding on Bolster 
Lane.  DPW order equipment from Kubricky Construction to mill and pave that road to eliminate the 
flooding issues.  
 
Commissioner Scirocco moved and Commissioner Madiga n seconded to approve the payment of 
invoice to Kubricky Construction Corp. in the amoun t of $3,792.50. 
 
Ayes - All   
 
 
PUBLIC SAFETY DEPARTMENT 
 
Discussion and Vote:  Authorization for Mayor to Sign Agreement with Wellness Farms (17-014) 
 
Commissioner Mathiesen stated this is to provide boarding for the police horses.  They will pay $600 per 
month and is a 2 year agreement ending December 31, 2018.   
 
Commissioner Mathiesen moved and Commissioner Franc k seconded to authorize the mayor to 
sign the agreement with Wellness Farms.  
 
Ayes - All 
 
Discussion and Vote:  Accept Donations (17-015) 
 
Commissioner Mathiesen advised they received 3 donations:  $840 for a bullet proof canine vest, a 
donation of $100 to the Fire Department from Steven and Lorraine Johnson, and $100 from Robert and 
Marsha Metzger to help establish a crosswalk sign in the memory of Susan Morehouse.  
 
Commissioner Mathiesen moved and Commissioner Madig an seconded to accept the donations in 
the amount of $1,040.  
 
Ayes - All 
 
Announcement:  SPA Housing Sponsorship 
 
Commissioner Mathiesen announced he is taking over the sponsorship of the SPA Housing Ordinance 
from Sustainable Saratoga.  They will set a public hearing in the future.   
 
 
Commissioner Mathiesen moved and Commissioner Madig an seconded to add an agenda item to 
his agenda regarding the Union Avenue parcel determ ination.  
 
Ayes - All 
 
Announcement:  Union Avenue Parcel Determination 
 
Commissioner Mathiesen advised there has been an attorney general determination made regarding the 
sale of the parcel on Union Avenue. We may be able to make other arrangements from here.  
 
 
SUPERVISORS 
 
Matthew Veitch 
 
Supervisor Veitch stated the County did vote today to re-award the $100,000 to the City for the Pitney 
Farm.  
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Saratoga County Organizational Meeting and Committee Assignments  
 
Supervisor Veitch reported Ed Kinowski was elected as the chair of the board and John Collier as vice-
chair.  He has been appointed to the Racing and Gaming Committee (chair), Equalization and Assessment 
Committee, Veteran’s Committee, Law and Finance Committee, Saratoga Casino and Hotel Foundation, 
NYRA Local Advisory Board, Saratoga County Capital Resource Corporation, Saratoga County Prosperity 
Partnership, Vice-Chair of NYSAC Public Safety Committee, Telecommunications and Technology 
Steering Committee, Saratoga County Law Library Board, and Chair of the Open Space Committee at the 
City.  
 
NYS Indigent Legal Defense Bill  
 
Supervisor Veitch reported this is also called the Public Defense Mandate Relief Act.  This is a state 
mandate cost.   
 
Governor’s 2017 Proposal for Counties to Develop Consolidation Plans  
 
Supervisor Veitch reported counties have to coordinate services.  The tax payers will be voting on these 
items as a referendum in November.   
 
Racing & Gaming Committee  
 
Supervisor Veitch reported he has been appointed as chair to this committee.  There was a public hearing 
at the senate racing committee. The governor’s plan includes the re-privatization of NYRA.  The racetrack 
has the highest overall paid attendance of all New York State sports venues.   
 
Saratoga County Prosperity Partnership Small Business Development Workshop Series  
 
Supervisor Veitch reported stated this is a new program this year.   
 
 
Peter Martin 
 
County Organizational Meeting  
 
Supervisor Martin reported the County chose the Saratogian and Daily Gazette and their official 
newspapers.  He was appointed to Equalization and Assessments, Public Health, Social Programs, and 
Racing and Gaming.  
 
Equalization and Assessment  
 
Supervisor Martin reported they set the date and time to the first quarter auction.  There are close to 100 
properties on the list at this time.   
 
Social Programs  
 
Supervisor Martin reported they authorized payment for a software program for pre-school special 
education.  They renewed for 1 year with a 1 year option the lease agreement for the Capital District Youth 
Center for incarceration of violent youths.  This is next to the Albany County prison.   
 
Senior Advisory Committee  
 
Supervisor Martin reported they put together an action plan for the year including increasing mobility for an 
age friendly community, advocate for seniors through county, state, and federal government officials, and 
reach out to the homebound.  
 



City Council Meeting  
1/17/17 

Page 11 of 11 

County response to Momentive Strike   
 
Supervisor Martin reported the Sheriff’s Department has provided deputies at the strike site since 
November 2, 2016.  This was all overtime.  The sheriff sent a letter to the officials at Momentive stating he 
is pulling deputies off the strike site.   
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business, Mayor Yepsen adjourned the meeting at 9:38 p.m.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Lisa Ribis 
Clerk  
 
Approved:  
Vote:   



 

 

 
 
 
PRESENT:  Joanne Yepsen, Mayor 
 Michele Madigan, Commissioner of Finance 
 John Franck, Commissioner of Accounts 

Anthony Scirocco, Commissioner of DPW 
Christian Mathiesen, Commissioner of DPS 

 
STAFF PRESENT:   Meg Kelly, Deputy Mayor 

Lynn Bachner, Deputy Commissioner, Finance 
 Maire Masterson, Deputy Commissioner, Accounts 
      
 Vince DeLeonardis, City Attorney 
 
 Matthew Veitch, Supervisor 
 Peter Martin, Supervisor 
 
EXCUSED: Eileen Finneran, Deputy Commissioner, DPS 
     
 
 
CALL TO ORDER  
 
Mayor Yepsen called the meeting to order at 9:34 a.m. 
 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS  
 
Eminent Domain – Geyser Road 
 
No comments.  
 
 
PRESENTATION 
 
Saratoga Convention and Tourism Bureau 
 
Mayor Yepsen advised she has asked Todd Garafano from the Convention and Tourism Bureau to give 
the Council an update on how they are doing since they took over the Visitor Center.  
 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
Mayor Yepsen advised there will be an executive session after this meeting to discuss the acquisition of 
real property; pending litigation regarding hotel tax; and collective bargaining agreement with CSEA City 
Hall Unit.  
 
 
 

 
January 17, 2017 
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CONSENT AGENDA 
1. Approval of 1/3/17 City Council Meeting Minutes 
2. Approval of 12/14/16 Special City Council Meeting Minutes – Affordable Housing 
3. Approval of 12/29/16 City Council Meeting Minutes 
4. Approve Resolution for the Use of the Insurance Reserve – 1 (2017) 
5. Approve Resolution for the Use of the Insurance Reserve – 23 (2016) 
6. Approve Resolution for the Use of the Insurance Reserve – 24 (2016) 
7. Approve Budget Amendments – Insurance Reserve – 1 
8. Approve Budget Amendments – Insurance Reserves – 23, 24 
9. Approve Budget Amendments (Increases-16) 
10. Approve Budget Amendments (Increases-17) 
11. Approve Budget Transfers – Regular 
12. Approve Payroll:  1/6/17  $442,816.69 
13. Approve Payroll:  1/13/17  $554,448.99 
14. Approve Warrant:  2016 Mid – 16MWDEC3:  $124,261.58 
15. Approve Warrant:  2016 REG – 16DEC5:  $385,715.73 
16. Approve Warrant:  2017 Mid -  17MWJAN1:  $424.14 
17. Approve Warrant:  2017 REG – 17JAN2:  $938,440.22 
 
No comments.  
 
   
MAYOR’S DEPARTMENT  
 
Appointment:  Alternate to Planning Board 
 
No comments.  
 
Appointment:  Alternate to Zoning Board of Appeals 
 
No comments.  
 
Downtown Special Assessment District Board 
 
No comments.  
 
Discussion and Vote:  Authorization for Mayor to Execute Property Acquisition Steps for Geyser Road 
Bicycle-Pedestrian Trail 
 
Brad Birge of the Planning Department advised there are several little properties that we will need to 
acquire in order for the trail work to continue.  We are following a strict eminent domain procedure law.  
Up to $80,000 has been set asset for right-of-way acquisition.  
 
Discussion and Vote:  Resolution in Support to Bring Ride-Sharing to Upstate NY 
 
Mayor Yepsen stated the Governor addressed this in his state of the state.   
 
Commissioner Mathiesen stated he has questions and concerns.  He wonders what affect this will have 
on the cab industry in Saratoga Springs.  He doesn’t get complaints about cabs.  
 
Commissioner Franck stated the only complaints his department gets now is unlicensed cabs during track 
season.   
 
Commissioner Mathiesen stated he has questions regarding insurance and hasn’t heard much about 
particulars of ride sharing versus regular cab service.  There are questions about background checks on 
the people provide the ride sharing service.  
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Commissioner Madigan stated she agrees.  She has used Uber a number of times and twice had drivers 
pick her up that weren’t from the area and didn’t know where they were going.   
 
Marilyn Rivers, director of risk and safety, advised the City is working with the CDTA Taxi Commission.  
They will be the governing body for the 4 county region.  There is question about fingerprinting for Uber 
drivers.  They will be using our LENS and taxi databases.   
 
Commissioner Mathiesen state he attended one of the meetings with CDTA and it does seem we run a 
better system than anyone else.   
 
Mayor Yepsen stated since there are so many questions and concerns, she has no problem delaying this 
to the next meeting.  
 
Announcement:  Update from the Governor’s State of the State 
 
No comments.  
 
Announcement:  New Date for State of the City Address:  January 30, 2017 at 6 p.m., Saratoga Springs 
City Center 
 
No comments.  
 
 
Mayor Yepsen added an item to her agenda:  Discussion and Vote:  Authorization for Mayor to Approve a 
Stipend for Lisa Shields.  
 
 
ACCOUNTS DEPARTMENT 

 
Appointment:  Board of Assessment Review Member  
 
No comments.  
 
Announcement:  Meeting Regarding Special Events  
 
Maire Masterson advised this will be held February 8th at the Holiday Inn from 5:30 – 6:30 p.m.   
 

 
FINANCE DEPARTMENT 
 
Discussion and Vote:  Bond Resolution  
 
Commissioner Madigan stated the amount is for $6,117,000 and covers all items approved in the 2017 
capital budget which require bonding and includes the City’s cost for the Greenbelt Trail connector. This 
will authorize the Commissioner of Finance to do the financing as needed.   
 
Discussion and Vote:  Authorization for Commissioner of Finance to Sign Letter of Authority for Onyx to 
Act as Agent on Behalf of Saratoga Springs Regarding National Grid Interconnection for the Spa Solar 
Park  
 
Commissioner Madigan stated Onyx has been working towards the start date of this spring.  National Grid 
is requiring a letter on letterhead from the City giving authority to Onyx to act as the City’s agent.  
 
Discussion and Vote:  Budget Transfers – Payroll  
 
No comments.  
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Commissioner Madigan advised she is adding one item to her agenda:  Discussion:  Budget Policies and 
Procedures.  
 
 
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT  
 
Discussion and Vote:  Authorization for Mayor to Sign Change Order with Trinity Construction, Inc. for the 
Adams Street Pump Station Mechanical Upgrade Project   
 
Tim Wales, city engineer, advised this change order is for an adjustment to the project to get the new 
equipment to fit in the well.  
 
Discussion and Vote:  Approve to Pay Invoice – Kubricky Construction Corp. 
 
Commissioner Scirocco advised milling and paving was required on Bolster Lane.  The amount of the 
invoice is $3,792.50.  
 
  
PUBLIC SAFETY DEPARTMENT 
 
Discussion and Vote:  Authorization for Mayor to Sign Agreement with Wellness Farms  
 
No comments.  
 
Discussion and Vote:  Accept Donations 
 
No comments.  
 
 
Commissioner Mathiesen advised he is adding one item to his agenda:  Announcement:  Sponsoring 
SPA Housing Ordinance.  
 
 
SUPERVISORS 
 
MATTHEW VEITCH 
1. Saratoga County Organizational Meeting and Committee Assignments 
2. NYS Indigent Legal Defense Bill 
3. Governor’s 2017 Proposal for Counties to Develop Consolidation Plans 
4. Racing & Gaming Committee 
5. Saratoga County Prosperity Partnership Small Business Development Workshop Series 

 
 
PETER MARTIN 
 
1. County Organizational Meeting 
2. Equalization and Assessment 
3. Social Programs  
4. Senior Advisory Committee 
5. County response to Momentive Strike 
 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
Mayor Yepsen moved and Commissioner Mathiesen secon ded to adjourn to executive session to 
talk about 3 issues – proposed acquisition of real property, pending litigation on the hotel tax 
litigation; and contract negotiations with CSEA Cit y Hall at 10:25 a.m. 
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Ayes – All  
 
 
Council returned at 11:09 a.m. 
 
Mayor Yepsen announced 2 items will appear on her agenda at the next City Council meeting as a result 
of this executive session.  
 
 
ADJOURN 
 
Mayor Yepsen adjourned the meeting at 11:11 a.m.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Lisa Ribis 
Clerk 
 
Approved:   
Vote:  























2017 Doppelt Rail to Trail Grant 
 
Project Description:  
 
The 2017 Doppelt Rail to Trail Grant would allow the City of Saratoga Springs to complete Phase2 of the 

Saratoga Greenbelt Community Active Transportation Project. With the trail complete, this second 

phase of construction will help create marketing, education, and promotion materials as well as 

interpretative signage, informational kiosks, and bike racks. Signage will educate trail users by 

interpreting the natural environment and/or history along or near the trail and thereby enhancing the 

trail experience. In partnership with Saratoga Greenbelt Trail Organization, Saratoga Plan and the 

Saratoga Convention and Tourism Bureau, the City of Saratoga Springs will create marketing materials to 

promote the trail and expand the trail’s web and mobile presence. 

Education and the promotion of the greater Saratoga Greenbelt Trail network is vital in the City’s 

mission to complete the remaining segments of the 24 mile trail system. Increased visual  presence, 

both through physical signage and online and mobile efforts, will build off recent success such as a 

$1.134 million DEC Climate Smart award in December of 2016 to complete the Downtown Connector 

segment of the SGT, increase brand recognition, and foster further community support to finance the 

remaining trail sections. It will serve to advance other regional and statewide trail networks such as the 

Zim Smith Trail and the Empire State Trail – Governor Cuomo’s visionary 750-mile multi-use trail. It will 

also benefit another initiative –the launch of Capital District Transportation Authority’s Saratoga Springs 

bike share program in 2017.  

Key benefits of the marketing and outreach campaign include: 

 Draw attention to Saratoga Springs’s unique history and identity and elevate the tourist 

appreciation of our City,  

 Increase awareness of the greater Saratoga Greenbelt Trail plan,  

 Wayfinding for existing and future trail connections,  

 Provide marketing links to the visionary Empire State Trail, Zim Smith Trail, and other regional 

trails and resources,  

 Serve to inspire a feeling of stewardship in site visitors, strengthening awareness of cultural and 

natural resources, and 

 High-quality interpretive experience without the requirements of staff or facilities to maintain. 

Research, text and photos for the signage will be created in-house in conjunction with subject matter 

expects such as: Saratoga PLAN, Saratoga Convention and Tourism Bureau, and the Saratoga Springs 

History Museum.  Graphic design, preparation for printing, and installation will be contracted out. 

Additionally, the City will continue to collaborate with the not-for-profit Saratoga Greenbelt Trail 

organization to cross market materials and the future trail map.  

The City proposes the creation and construction of four low-profile exhibits along the pathway to 

highlight historic sites and site specific landscape features and two larger information kiosks at the 

entrance of Spring Run Trail and Railroad Run Trail sections.  In addition, four bike racks will be 



strategically placed along the trail. The City will research best practices and technology for the signage to 

include links to the greater Hudson River Greenway Trail network such as Quick Response links, Google 

Goggles, SnapTag, Leafsnap, and other digital technology enabling visitors to quickly link to the evolving 

map and be directed to additional information on the natural environment.  

To further enhance and encourage the visitor’s experience, the City will add a new section to the City's 

website with resources and informational links to recreational, scenic, natural, cultural, and historic 

resources along the trail. The website will link to the Saratoga Convention and Tourism Bureau and 

Hudson River Greenway Trail to broaden regional tourism and advance the state’s goal to further 

promote the Hudson River Valley’s world-renowned scenic, natural, historic, cultural and recreational 

resources.  In addition, a brochure with a map of the trail will be created and will include information on 

the Hudson River Greenway Trail. 

 



 

 

January 31, 2017 
 
President Keith Laughlin 
Rails-to-Trails Conservancy  
2121 Ward Court, NW - 5th Floor  
Washington, DC 20037 
  
RE: 2017 Doppelt Family Trail Development Fund–Phase Two: Saratoga Greenbelt Community Active 
Transportation Program 
 
Dear Mr. Laughlin, 
I am pleased to write in support of the City of Saratoga Spring’s application for funding from the 
Rails-to-Trails Conservancy for the Phase Two: Saratoga Greenbelt Community Active 
Transportation Program. This project would mark the second phase of construction on the trail 
through the completion of interpretative signage and marketing materials for the Spring Run Trail 
and Railroad Run trail segments of the Saratoga Greenbelt Trail. 
 
The Saratoga Greenbelt Trail was designed to benefit our residents as well as our seasonal tourist 
populations, helping them navigate safely around our city and through our inner business district by 
bike or on foot. The trail plan was approved unanimously by our city council, and enjoys the support 
not only of my organization, but from a broad set of preservation, environmental, health, business 
and other interests who’ve come together to help the city see the project through to full 
implementation.  
 
The Saratoga Greenbelt trail traverses Saratoga’s unique heritage of Health, History and Horses, with 
a design that highlights the local landscape, heritage and culture of Saratoga.  Running through old 
rail road and trolley line beds as well as City owned and private property, the trail will be the spine of 
our emerging alternative transportation network – not just in Saratoga Springs – but to the proposed 
greater trail network of the Hudson River Valley Greenway and Erie Canalway Trail network.  
 
The Saratoga Convention & Tourism Bureau is especially excited about the additional benefits this 
funding would bring: 

 Increase public awareness and usage of Saratoga Greenbelt Trail, the Hudson River 

Greenway Trail network, and the Erie Canalway Trail system. 

 Educate the public on Saratoga Springs’s unique history and identity and elevate the tourist 

appreciation of our City, 

 Serve to inspire a feeling of trail stewardship in site visitors, strengthening awareness of 

natural and cultural resources, 

 Promote active, healthy lifestyles while improving the travel safety for pedestrians and 

bikers. 

We are pleased to support the City of Saratoga Springs Phase Two: Saratoga Greenbelt Community 
Active Transportation Program, and I strongly urge the Rails-to-Trails Conservancy to consider their 
application.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
Todd Garofano  

President  
 

 



2017 Doppelt Grant – Application 

GRANT APPLICATION WORKSHEET 

The following outline contains all of the information you will be asked to provide in the application. We 

suggest you prepare your responses in the worksheet below and copy/paste required information into 

the application form. You will need to complete the application in the form at once; you will not be able 

to save the information on a partially completed application. 

All answers are required on the application. For those questions not applicable to your project or 

organization, write “N/A” in the text box. 

Contact Information 

First Name:  Tina 

Last Name:  Carton 

Title:  Parks, Open Land, Historic Preservation/Sustainability 

Email Address: tina.carton@saratoga-springs.org 

Telephone:  518-587-3550 ext. 2534 

Organization Information 

Organization Name:  City of Saratoga Springs 

Address:    474 Broadway 

City:    Saratoga Springs 

State:    NY 

Zip Code:    12866 

Organization Website:  http://saratoga-springs.org/ 

Organization Phone Number: 518-587-3550 

Facebook Page URL:  https://www.facebook.com/cityofsaratogaspringsny/ 

Organization Mission Statement: Established as a City in 1915, Saratoga Springs has a rich 

and unique heritage. Residents and visitors cherish the beauty and history of the City and its 

diverse surroundings. The citizens of Saratoga Springs freely offer their energies, ideas, and 

time to the City. As stewards of Saratoga Springs' wellbeing, they express their commitment 

by proactively ensuring that this is a special place to live, work, play, and raise families. 

The City of Saratoga Springs has a government its citizens can understand, and welcomes 

participation and cooperation to continue its tradition of being accountable to the people 

Respects the shared commitment to protect the area's natural beauty and open spaces while 

promoting thoughtful and progressive development Honors the community's past and present 

successes while judiciously permitting needed change. 

 



Organization’s Relationship to Project (e.g. Project/Trail Manager = entity in charge of building 

and/or operations of project/trail; Friends Group = supporting organization that promotes/programs 

trail; Other – please describe). 

Project/Trail Manager: The Administrator of Parks, Open Lands, and Historic Preservation is 

responsible for the planning, management, development, and administration of a parks and open 

lands system within the City of Saratoga Springs and shall integrate and coordinate the activities of 

the Heritage Area Program, the City Historian, and all policies and programs of the City dealing with 

historic preservation.   

 

Executive/Agency Director Name: Joanne Yepsen 

Executive/Agency Director Title: Mayor 

Executive/Agency Director Email: joanne.yepsen@saratoga-springs.org 

Has your organization partnered with RTC in the past? If so, please briefly describe. 

No. 

 

 

Project Information 

1. Project Name 

Give your project a short name to easily identify it (e.g., Creekside Rail-Trail extension) 

Phase2: Saratoga Greenbelt Community Active Transportation Project 

 

2. Project Endpoints  

Be as specific as possible (street intersections, city name, etc.) List the trail endpoints if the grant 

would support the entire trail. 

City of Saratoga Springs, NY. Railroad Run: Northern Terminus - W. Circular St. and Beekman St. 

to southern terminus where trail reaches Rt. 50. Spring Run Trail: Eastern terminus - East 

Avenue and Excelsior Avenue to western terminus – Rt. 87 Adirondack Northway.   

 

3. County/Counties 

Saratoga County 

 

4. State 

NY 

 

5. Name of Any Currently Open Trail(s) Affected 

Railroad Run and Springs Run Trail segments of the Saratoga Greenbelt Trail 

 

6. TrailLink.com ID#(s) 

If one or more of the affected trails are currently open for public use, please locate them on 

www.traillink.com  and copy/paste the TrailLink IDs, 7-digit numbers located on the right side of 

http://www.traillink.com/


the page listed with other trail facts under the photo box. 

ID: 6017609 and ID: 6017226 

 

7. Are any portions of the trail project or affected trails considered a rail-trail or rail-with-trail? 
Rail-trails are public paths on former railroad corridors. Rails-with-trails are public paths that run 
parallel to a still-active rail line, either within the railroad corridor or immediately adjacent to it. 
Yes, rail-trail 
 

8. What uses are or will be permitted on the trail? Check all that apply. 

a. ☐ ATV/OHV 

b. ☐ Bicycling 

c. ☐ Cross-country skiing 

d. ☐ Dogs on leash 

e. ☐ Fishing 

f. ☐ Geocaching 

g. ☐ Horseback riding 

h. ☐ Inline skating 

i. ☐ Mountain bikes recommended 

j. ☐ Snowmobiling 

k. ☐ Walking/hiking/jogging/running 

l. ☐ Wheelchair accessible 

m. ☐ Other: Click or tap here to enter text. 
 

9. What organization or agency maintains or will maintain the trail? 
City of Saratoga Springs 
 

10. If one or more of the affected trails are part of a larger city/regional trail network, please 

name and briefly describe the associated trail network. 

Railroad Run and Spring Run Trail are part of the greater Saratoga Greenbelt Trail (SGT) network. 

The SGT is a visionary 24 mile shared use path that when complete will form a continuous loop 

around and through the city of Saratoga Springs, NY. The SGT ties together the three existing 

rail-trails located in Saratoga Springs (Railroad Run, Bog Meadow Trail and Spring Run Trail) and 

the developing Geyser Road Trail (slated for construction in early 2017). It provides connections 

to over 18 miles of trails within the Saratoga Spa State Park and future connections through the 

southern section of the park to the Zim Smith Trail, the county’s major east-west, multi-use rail 

trail. The annual economic opportunity that the SGT offers to the community is estimated to be 

$2.7 million per year in transportation, public health, environmental and tourism potential. 

 

11. Project Summary (750 words maximum) 

Write a brief description of the project that includes why the work is important and how it would 

help advance or strengthen trail network connections in your area. 

The Saratoga Greenbelt Trail traverses Saratoga’s unique heritage of “Health, History and 

Horses”, with a design that highlights the local landscape, heritage and culture of Saratoga 

Springs. It connects visitors and residents to numerous National Register of Historic Places, the 



City’s “Valley of the Ten Springs” and “Excelsior Park” - both central to Saratoga’s rise to fame as 

“America’s First Great Resort” in the second half of the 19th Century, Frederick Law Olmsted 

designed Congress Park, High Rock Park, as well as the Saratoga and Schenectady Railroad later 

the Delaware and Hudson Railroad and a Victorian-era railroad bed. 

  

The 2017 Doppelt Grant would allow the City of Saratoga Springs to complete Phase2 of the 

Saratoga Greenbelt Community Active Transportation Project. With the trail complete, this 

second phase of construction will help create marketing, education, and promotion materials as 

well as interpretative signage, informational kiosks, and bike racks. Signage will educate trail 

users by interpreting the natural environment and/or history along or near the trail and thereby 

enhancing the trail experience. In partnership with Saratoga Greenbelt Trail Organization, 

Saratoga Plan and the Saratoga Convention and Tourism Bureau, the City of Saratoga Springs 

will create marketing materials to promote the trail and expand the trail’s web and mobile 

presence. 

 

Education and the promotion of the greater Saratoga Greenbelt Trail network is vital in the 

City’s mission to complete the remaining segments of the 24 mile trail system. Increased visual  

presence, both through physical signage and online and mobile efforts, will build off recent 

success such as a $1.134 million DEC Climate Smart award in December of 2016 to complete the 

Downtown Connector segment of the SGT, increase brand recognition, and foster further 

community support to finance the remaining trail sections. It will serve to advance other 

regional and statewide trail networks such as the Zim Smith Trail and the Empire State Trail – 

Governor Cuomo’s visionary 750-mile multi-use trail. It will also benefit another initiative –the 

launch of Capital District Transportation Authority’s Saratoga Springs bike share program in 

2017.  

Key benefits of the marketing and outreach campaign include: 

• Draw attention to Saratoga Springs’s unique history and identity and elevate the tourist 

appreciation of our City,  

• Increase awareness of the greater Saratoga Greenbelt Trail plan,  

• Wayfinding for existing and future trail connections,  

• Provide marketing links to the visionary Empire State Trail, Zim Smith Trail, and other 

regional trails and resources,  

• Serve to inspire a feeling of stewardship in site visitors, strengthening awareness of 

cultural and natural resources, and 

• High-quality interpretive experience without the requirements of staff or facilities to 

maintain. 

Research, text and photos for the signage will be created in-house in conjunction with subject 

matter expects such as: Saratoga PLAN, Saratoga Convention and Tourism Bureau, and the 

Saratoga Springs History Museum.  Graphic design, preparation for printing, and installation will 

be contracted out. Additionally, the City will continue to collaborate with the not-for-profit 

Saratoga Greenbelt Trail organization to cross market materials and the future trail map.  

The City proposes the creation and construction of four low-profile exhibits along the pathway 



to highlight historic sites and site specific landscape features and two larger information kiosks 

at the entrance of Spring Run Trail and Railroad Run Trail sections.  In addition, four bike racks 

will be strategically placed along the trail. The City will research best practices and technology 

for the signage to include links to the greater Hudson River Greenway Trail network such as 

Quick Response links, Google Goggles, SnapTag, Leafsnap, and other digital technology enabling 

visitors to quickly link to the evolving map and be directed to additional information on the 

natural environment.  

To further enhance and encourage the visitor’s experience, the City will add a new section to the 

City's website with resources and informational links to recreational, scenic, natural, cultural, 

and historic resources along the trail. The website will link to the Saratoga Convention and 

Tourism Bureau and Hudson River Greenway Trail to broaden regional tourism and advance the 

state’s goal to further promote the Hudson River Valley’s world-renowned scenic, natural, 

historic, cultural and recreational resources.  In addition, a brochure with a map of the trail will 

be created and will include information on the Hudson River Greenway Trail. 

 

12. Total Project Cost 

$17,100 

 

13. Grant Type Requested 

Project Transformation 

 

14. Grant Amount Requested 

$14,600 

 

15. Minimum Grant Amount Acceptable 

$10,000 

 

16. Budget Description 

A detailed budget is not required, but rather a brief description of how you plan to use the funds. 

Please provide any additional information about funds leveraged or use of funds for other match 

requirements. 

Project Management $2000  

Professional/Graphic Design Services $5000  

Equipment/Supplies/Materials $6200  

Construction $1400  

Land Acquisition $0  

In-kind salaries, wages, volunteer hours, and travel  $2500 

Total $14600  

 

17. Organization’s Total Operating Budget 



Please provide total operating budget for your most recent fiscal year. 

$ 44,013,015.51 

 

18. Timeline 

Please provide a brief description of the project timeline, including start and end date and any 

additional information about time sensitivities. 

Phase2: Saratoga Greenbelt Community Active Transportation Project would be comprised of 

two separate projects – construction of signage and bike racks – and the creation of marketing 

materials and increased web and mobile presence. Physical construction of signage would begin 

after award of bid. The construction and installation of signage and bike racks would be 

completed in one year. The City of Saratoga Springs would partner with the Saratoga 

Convention and Tourism Bureau to create marketing materials and increase the City’s web and 

mobile presence after award of bid. It is expected that this work would be completed in roughly 

six months. 

 

19. Maps and Attachments 

Provide a map of your trail or project area. Google Maps is preferred –please provide a link 

below if applicable. 

Click or tap here to enter text. 

 

If a Google Maps link is unavailable, please send a PDF copy, along with any other supporting 

documentation/images to grants@railstotrails.org. Please put your organization’s name in the 

subject line (as it appears on this form). 

 

20. Additional Information 

If necessary, provide any additional comments or links (videos, websites) that support your 

application. 

Click or tap here to enter text. 

 

E-signature: Your Name and Title 

Click or tap here to enter text. 

 

mailto:grants@railstotrails.org


A RESOLUTION 

OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

OF THE CITY OF SARATOGA SPRINGS, NEW YORK 

 

      

     WHEREAS, the New York State Legislature is currently considering enacting 

legislation that would enable citizens outside of New York City to take advantage of ride 

sharing services for their transportation needs. These services, provided by several 

private companies, have been available now for some time in many places across the 

United States. Ridesharing has given many thousands of people a flexible and easy means 

of mobility, has reduced the possibility of drunk driving on our highways, has lessened 

overall road congestion during many hours of the day, and has made positive 

contributions to our environment; and 

 

     WHEREAS, this Council is aware that ridesharing also brings numerous public safety 

concerns. Participating drivers should be subject to appropriate security measures, 

insurance requirements, fingerprinting, and background checks. However, if these issues 

are satisfactorily addressed in the State legislation, we believe ridesharing has many 

benefits to offer upstate New York, including the City of Saratoga Springs. 

 

     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that this Council supports and encourages 

the passage of appropriate legislation to permit ridesharing companies to operate 

throughout New York State. 

 

 

DATED: 

 

AYES 

NAYS                                                                      CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

                                                                                 SARATOGA SPRINGS, NEW YORK 

 

 

                                                                                 By: John P. Franck, City Clerk 
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     AGREEMENT 

 

 AGREEMENT, made this ___ day of __________, 2017 by and between THE CITY OF 

SARATOGA SPRINGS, NEW YORK (hereinafter referred to as the “City”) and Patricia M. 

Lane, an individual, residing at 144 Spring Street, Saratoga Springs, New York (“Owner”). 

 WHEREAS, Owner is the owner in fee simple of a certain parcel of land and 

improvements erected thereon located at 144 Spring Street, Saratoga Springs, County of 

Saratoga, State of New York, being the premises also known as 166.61-3-25 on the tax map of 

the inside district of the City, and being the premises more particularly described in a deed 

reference recorded in the Saratoga County Clerk’s Office on December 13, 2012 Instrument 

number 2012047267 (the “Premises”); and 

 WHEREAS, a certain survey of the above referenced Premises has been made by All-

Points Land Survey, PLLC dated February 1, 2017; and 

 WHEREAS, the current porch and cement steps and roof overhang located on the above 

described Premises project up to approximately one foot 10.4 inches beyond said Premises’ 

boundary line into the City’s right of way, as shown on Exhibit A attached hereto, thereby 

encroaching onto property purportedly owned by the City (the “Current Encroachment”); and 

 WHEREAS, available information indicates that said Current Encroachment has existed 

for numerous years; and  

 WHEREAS, the house on the Premises (the “House”) was built in approximately 1868 

and is in the historic district of the City; and 



WHEREAS, available information indicates that the House originally had a front porch 

and porch roof which extended across the front of the House, as shown on the Sanborn City map 

dated 1895; and 

WHEREAS, Owner wishes  to extend the current porch and porch roof on the House 

across the front of the House from approximately where the Current Encroachment apparently 

reaches into the City’s right of way in front of the House, in an effort to make the House’s front 

porch similar in nature and consistent with the historical character of porches on houses of the 

neighborhood on Spring Street, Saratoga Springs, New York, of which the Premises form a part 

(the “Neighborhood”) and the original porch on the House; and 

WHEREAS, such extension of the House’s current porch across the front of the House 

would project beyond the Premises’ boundary line into the City’s right of way in front of the 

House, thereby encroaching onto property purportedly owned by the City; and 

WHEREAS, the proposed encroachment for the House’s extended porch, porch roof 

overhang and steps, including the Current Encroachment, is shown on Exhibit A attached hereto, 

and described in Exhibit B attached hereto; and 

WHEREAS, the expenditures of Owner to build such new porch extension would 

enhance the beauty of the Neighborhood and will conform generally to the historical character of 

the Neighborhood, as well as be generally consistent with the original porch on the House so as 

to restore the historical character of the 1868 home, and thereby provide a public benefit to the 

citizens of the City. 

NOW THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual promises of the parties hereto and 

the payment by the party of the second party to the City of One Dollar ($1.00) lawful money of 

the United States, it is hereby agreed as follows: 



 1. The City shall allow the House’s porch, the porch roof overhang and step leading up to 

such porch (the “Step, Porch and Porch Roof Overhang”) to encroach undisturbed as shown on 

Exhibit A attached hereto, and as described in Exhibit B attached hereto, for so long as the 

House remains standing, and the City shall commence no legal proceedings or action related to 

said Step, Porch and Porch Roof Overhang being maintained for as long as the existing House 

remains standing. 

 2. If said Step, Porch and Porch Roof Overhang should ever be destroyed or demolished, 

the City shall allow any new construction in compliance with applicable building codes to occur 

within the area for the  as shown on Exhibit A attached hereto, and as described in Exhibit B 

attached hereto, for so long as the House remains standing. 

 3. This Agreement and the covenants included herein shall be binding upon, and inure to 

the benefit of, the parties hereto, their successors and assigns, heirs, executors, and 

administrators forever and shall run with the land of the Premises. 

 4. This Agreement is made pursuant to a motion of the City Council of the City of 

Saratoga Springs on the ___ day of ______, 2017. 

 
     THE CITY OF SARATOGA SPRINGS 
 
 
     By:___________________________ 
     Joanne Yepsen, Mayor 
     Per Council Approval ___________ 
 
 
 
     ______________________________  
     Patricia M. Lane 
 
  



 
State of New York ) 
   ) ss: 
County of Saratoga )  
 
On the __th day of _____ in the year 2017 before me, the undersigned, personally appeared 
Joanne Yepsen, personally known to me or proved to me on the basis of satisfactory evidence to 
be the individual whose name is subscribed to the within instrument and acknowledged to me 
that he/she executed the same in his/her capacity and that by his/her signature on the instrument, 
the individual, or the person upon behalf of which the individual acted, executed the instrument. 
  
 
       ________________________ 
       Notary Public 
 
 
State of New York ) 
   ) ss: 
County of Saratoga )  
 
On the __th day of _____ in the year 2017 before me, the undersigned, personally appeared 
Patricia M. Lane, personally known to me or proved to me on the basis of satisfactory evidence 
to be the individual whose name is subscribed to the within instrument and acknowledged to me 
that he/she executed the same in his/her capacity and that by his/her signature on the instrument, 
the individual, or the person upon behalf of which the individual acted, executed the instrument. 
  
 
       ________________________ 
       Notary Public 
 
 
Record and Return to: 
 
The Dalton Law Firm, LLC 
112 Spring Street, Suite 307 
Saratoga Springs, New York 12866 
  



 

EXHIBIT B 

 

 

 

 

EASEMENT DESCRPTION 

#144 Spring Street ~ City of Saratoga Springs 

 
 
All that parcel of land situate in the City of Saratoga Springs, County of Saratoga, State of New 
York, lying Southerly of and adjacent to Spring Street and being more particularly described as 
follows: 
 
Commencing at the point of intersection between the lands of Patricia M. Lane as described in 
Book 2012 of Deeds at Page 47267 on the East and lands of Seamus Crotty and Patty 
Blanchfield as described in Book 1310 of Deeds at Page 211 on the West with the Southerly line 
of Spring Street and runs thence South 59 degrees 33 minutes 16 seconds East 1.71 feet to the 
TRUE POINT OF BEGINNING; thence through the right of way of said Spring Street the 
following three (3) courses: 1) North 30 degrees 57 minutes 09 seconds East a distance of 2.46 
feet to a point; 2) South 59 degrees 02 minutes 51 seconds East a distance of 21.33 feet to a point 
and 3) South 30 degrees 57 minutes 09 seconds West a distance of 2.27 feet to a point in the 
Southerly line of Spring Street; thence along said Southerly line North 59 degrees 33 minutes 16 
seconds West a distance of 21.33 feet to the point of beginning. Containing 50 square feet of 
land. 
 
 
 
 
Prepared by: 
 
 
 
 
Joseph P. Fuerst PLS 50,419 
February 1, 2017 
 
 
 
 
      









































































































CHANGE ORDER 
City of Saratoga Springs 

No. 1 

DATE OF ISSUANCE 2-1-17 EFFECTIVE DATE 2-8-17 

OWNER City of Saratoga Springs 
CONTRACTOR PCC Contracting Incorporated 
Contact: Michael K. Lock 
Project: Casino Ballroom Final Plaster Restoration 
OWNER'S Contract No. 2016-37 

ARCHITECT 
ENGINEER'S Contract No. 1621 

ENGINEER ARCHITECT Mesick Cohen Wilson Baker. LLP 

You are directed to make the following changes in the Contract Documents: 
Description: 1 Abate existing asbestos containing vermiculite 

2. Repair wall sconces 
3. Gold ornamental painting 

Reason for Change Order: 
1. Existing asbestos containing vermiculite discovered in lower plaster cornices on east and west walls during restoration 
2. Three of the 18 wall sconces are loose at the wall connection and need to be secured to new bracing in the walls. 
3. Gold ornamental painting is being proposed to brighten the ornamental scrolls, eagles, keystones over the coves, ballusters & and mirror fram 
Attachments: (List documents supporting change) 
1. 1/24/17 Proposal for Abatement of Asbestos Vermiculite by PCC Contracting Inc. w/ backup 
2. 1/31/17 Proposal for Wall Sconces Repairs & Gold Ornament Painting by PCC Contracting Inc. w/ backup 

CHANGE IN CONTRACT PRICE: 
• 
Original Contract Price 

$ 389,475.00 

I Net Increase (Decrease) from previous Change Orders 
I No. to : 

« N/A 

Contract Price prior to this Change Order: 

$ 389,475.00 

Net increase (deoroaso) of this Change Order: 

$ 40,791.43 

Contract Price with all approved Change Orders: 

$ 430,266.43 

RECOMMENDED: 

Bv: —— 
ENGINEER (Authorized Signature) 

n,.,- */'/' 7 

CHANGE IN CONTRACT TIMES: 

Original Contract Times: 
Substantial Completion 
Ready fo\fmal payment: 

(days or dates) 

Net change from previous 
No. : \ 

Substantial Completrem: 
Ready for final payment 

vious Change Orders No. to 

(days) 

Contract Times pnor to this Change Order: 
Substantial Completion: \ 
Ready for final payment: \ 

(days or dates) 

Net increase (decrease) this Change Order: 
Substantial Completion: 
Ready for final payment: 

(days) 

Contract Times with all approved Change Orders 
Substantial Completion: 
Ready for final payment: 

(days or dates) 

APPROVED: ACCEPTED: 

OWNER (Authorized Signature) 

Date: 

CON 

Date: 

ACTOR (Authorized Signature) 

EJCDC 1910-8-B (1996 Edition) 
Prepared by the Engineers Joint Contract Documents Committee and endorsed by The Associated General Contractors of America and the Construction Specifications Institute. 



PCC 
-^CONTRACTING 

INCORPORATED 
1861 Chnsler Avenue 
Schenectady, NY 12303 

Tuesday, January 24,2017 

Ms. Deborah LaBreche, P.E. 
Office of the City Engineer 
474 Broadway 
Saratoga Springs, NY 12866 

Re: Proposal for Abatement of Asbestos Vermiculite 
Casino Ballroom Final Plaster Restoration (BID #2016-37) 

Dear Ms. LaBreche: 

As requested, below, please find our proposal for the abatement of asbestos containing vermiculite discovered 
during the restoration work. 

Change Order Breakdown: 

Subcontractor: $11,538.27 
GC Mark-Up (5%): $ 576.91 

Total This Request: $12,115.18 

Thank you for the opportunity to present this proposal. Please call me at (518) 441 -5982 with any questions. 

Sincerely, 

PCC Contracting, Inc. 

i 0  k. . 6-X 
Michael K. Lock 
President 

( ) 
v j 

» yu. . 

1 8 6 1  Chrisler Avenue • Schenectady, NY 12303 • Phone 518.785.8000 Fax 518.631.i 

www.pcccontracting.com 

0040 



Clean Air Environmental Services, Inc. 
244 Guy Park Ave 
Amsterdam, NY 12010 
P: 518-848-9313 

1/23/17 Change Order 1 

Proposal: PCCcontracting 

RE: Canfieid Casino Plaster Repairs 

Scope Of Work: Abatement of asbestos vermiculite from 2 locations. 
35ft of asbestos vermiculite to be abated at each location. 

Plans: 
Addendum: 

Exclusions: 

• Work area shall be free and clear of all items 
• Payment Terms: Standard billing per spec 
• Air monitoring/ Visual inspection/Variance to be provided by 
• Water and power to be provided by owner 
• EPA Notifications & Disposal are included 

Breakdown of Cost 

Labor Cost $ 9,022.80 = 120man hours. 60man hours per location 
Material Cost: $ 760.48 
Disposal Cost: $ 250.00 
0 & P: 15% = $ 1,504.99 

Grand Total: $ 11,538.27 

Sent by: 
Andrew Weigle 
Clean Air Environmental Services, Inc 
P; 518-848-9313 
aweigle@cleanaires.com 
NYS MBE Certified 



PCC 
CONTRACTING 
INCORPORATED 
1861 Chnsler Avenue 
Schenectady, NY 1 2303 

Tuesday, January 31, 2017 

Ms. Deborah LaBreche, P.E. 
Office of the City Engineer 
474 Broadway 
Saratoga Springs, NY 12866 

Re: Proposal for Wall Sconces Repairs and Gold Ornamental Painting 
Casino Ballroom Final Plaster Restoration (BID #2016-37) 

Dear Ms. LaBreche: 

As requested, below, please find our proposal for the wall sconce repairs and the gold 
ornamental painting during the restoration work. 

Change Order Breakdown: 

1. Repaint gold ornamental plaster with Ronan's Aqua Leaf Real Gold, on the east and west 
walls, and the keystones at the top of the bay on the north and south walls. 

Subcontractor: S4,470.00 (2 men x 32 hrs X $65/hr + $300 materials) 
GC Mark-Up (5%): $ 223.50 

Total This Request: $4,693.50 

2. Paint spindle trim at the base of the lay lights with Ronan's Aqua Leaf Real Gold, (60 lay 
lights)(Protect lay lights/plaster, clean dirt, white primer, paint interior of ballusters gold ) 

Subcontractor: S16,920.00 (1 man x $65/hr x 4.1 hrs/ lay light x 60 lay lights 
GC Mark-Up (5%): S 846.00 + $800 materials) 

Total This Request: S17,766.00 

3. Repairs of three wall sconces. 
a. Remove or stabilize wall sconces as require. 
b. Remove plaster as require to install new mounting bracket hardware. 
c. Install new mounting brackets. 

• To be designed and fabricated as per exciting field conditions. 
d. Reinstall lath and three coat plaster. 

18B1 Chrisler Avenue Schenectady. NY 12303 Phone 518.785.8000 Fax 518.631 0040 

www.pcccontracting.com 



PCC Contacting: 
Labor 
Materials & Steel Fabrication 
GC O&P: 15% 
Sub Total 

$ 1,225.00 = 17 hours per location 
S 250.00 
S 221.25 
S 1,696.25 

8 sf. 3 coat plaster @ $47.00 per sf. $ 376 .00 (unit cost #1) 
Total $ 2,072.25 /Each 

(Three sconce @ $2,072.25) 

Total This Request: $ 6,216.75 

Thank you for the opportunity to present this proposal. Please call me at (518) 461-7210 with 
any questions. 

Sincerely, 

LC Contracting,,Inc. 

Richard Martino 
Vice President 



Rich Martino 

From: Steve Ryan <steve@ryancommercialpainting.com> 
Sent: Monday, January 30, 2017 1:49 PM 
To: 'Rich Martino' 
Subject: RE: change order pricing needed Canfield Casino 

Rich, 
Scrolls, eagles, angels, small keystones, mirror frame wrap where its gold now 

Steve 

From: Rich Martino [mailto:rmartino@pcccontracting.com] 
Sent: Monday, January 30, 2017 1:37 PM 
To: 'Steve Ryan' <steve@ryancommercialpainting.com> 
Subject: RE: change order pricing needed Canfield Casino 

Steve. 

Is the Miscellaneous items thought out, are they for the gold paint on the east and west wall, and the keystones over the 
bays? 

Rich 

From: Steve Ryan fmailto:steve@ryancommercialpainting.com1 
Sent: Monday, January 30, 2017 1:01 PM 
To: 'Rich Martino' 
Cc: bob@ryancommercialpainting.com 
Subject: change order pricing needed Canfield Casino 

Rich, 

Provide labor and materials to paint the spindles at the Lay-Lights and the miscellaneous gold decorative items Aqua 
Leaf Gold. 1 Prime and 2 finish as needed. 

Spindle trim at Lay Light = $ 16,920.00 
Miscellaneous items throughout = $ 4,470.00 

Total $ 21,390.00 

Best regards. 

Steve 

Stephen Ryan 
Frank J Ryan & Sons Inc 

l 

mailto:steve@ryancommercialpainting.com
mailto:rmartino@pcccontracting.com
mailto:steve@ryancommercialpainting.com
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